
 Personal background 
 

After being born and raised in the Dutch 
countryside I left the Netherlands in 1988 for a year 
volunteer work in Brazil . I did not know this was 
going to change the course of my li fe, for which I 
am very thankful. Being exposed to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ I came to the acknowledgement and 
acceptance of this truth for my li fe. 
When I was still i n Brazil and thinking about my 
future God  gave me a clear ‘picture of a landscape 
with specific  houses’ . I had no idee where this was, 
until half a year later when this specific place was 
pictured in a  TV-program recorded in Madagascar. 
This motivated me to take an orientationtrip to 
Madagascar where I was deeply convinced that this 
was the country for me to serve in. 
 
In Madagascar I will be working for the Africa 
Inland Mission. AIM, the Independent Baptist 
Church (OBG) in Amsterdam and the home-front 
committee are working towards sending me off in 
September 2006. 
 
Gerla�
 
gerlavz@hotmail .com 
 
 

 
 
 

The primary purpose of AIM International is to 
plant churches in unevangelised areas and to help 
churches grow. It is interdenominational with an 
evangelical statement of faith. Besides evangelism 
and theoligical training it’ s activitit ies include 
medical care, agriculture, literacy and education, 
Bible education and translation. Founded in 1895, 
AIM International now works in 15 African 
countries and also has projects working among 
African peoples in Europe. 
AIM International’s Short-Term program organises 
Gap Year placements for between 3-12 months and 
also 5 week teams in July / August. Short-termers in 
Madagascar are involved in teaching at a school for 
missionary children (Madagascar Christian 
Academy) as well as teaching English and running 
Bible clubs for local children. 
www.aimeurope.net / www.aim-us.org 
 
 
 

Madagascar 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AIM began working in Madagascar in 1980 and is 
mostly engaged in theological training and 
education. 
Many oppertunities for ministry still exist and the 
mission is currently seeking to strenghten the team 
serving the people and the church of Madagascar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The work assignment for Gerla involves: 
·  setting up volunteer work throughout  

Madgascar  
·  hosting, training and follow-up of the volunteers 
·  co-working with a German colleague in the 

HIV/AIDS awareness program 
 
AIM-Madagascar has made clear that the first two 
tasks will have the priority in the first two years. 
Besides this Gerla will have to learn the Malagasy 
language. 

 

 

 

Capital: Antananarivo 
Population: 16 Mill ion 
Size: 587.041 sq. km 
Languages: French, Malagasy, 
Hova and other dialects 

 

 

 



 
Please pray for.... 
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� language study 

� good balance 
and time-
management for 
relationships, 
preparations and 
work 

� a place to feel 
and call ‘home'  

� a possibilit y to 
continue the 
BSF-study 

� clear focus: it is 
not about me but 
Him Who called 
me 

  

Adressess 
 
 
              
             International 
Hali fax Place 
Nottingham NG1 1QN 
United Kingdom 
t: +44(0)115 9838 120 
f: +44(0)115 9417 338 
uk@aimeurope.net 
www.aimeurope.net 
 
AIM the Netherlands 
B.M. Dijkstra 
W.F. Smitlaan 36 
3705 TZ Zeist 
the Netherlands 
t: +31(0)30-6991239 
netherlands@aim-eur.org 
 
 
Sending church 
OBG missionboard 
P. Boom 
Schouwenselaan 81 
1181 KB Amstelveen 
the Netherlands 
 
 
Home-front committee 
Family O. Koorn 
Baweanstraat 14 huis 
1095 XZ  Amsterdam 
the Netherlands 
t: +31(0)206656799 
okkoorn@solcon.nl 
 
In addition to the newsletter you 
can follow Gerla's li fe in 
Madagascar via: 
www.openhearts.nl 
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Support 
 
The home-front committee has enclosed an 
information slip about how you will partner 
with her in the work. 
 
Please return the slip to the address mentioned 
on the slip, or contact the home-front 
committee. So preparations can be made in a 
timely manner. 


